THE ANCHOR- SYMBOL OF CHRISTIAN HOPE
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The anchor, because of the great importance in navigation, was regarded in ancient times as a symbol of safety. The Christians, therefore, in adopting the anchor as a symbol of hope in future  existence, merely gave a new and higher signification to a familiar emblem. In the teachings of  Christianity the virtue of hope occupies a place of great importance; Christ is the unfailing hope of all who believe in Him. St. Peter, St. Paul, and several of the early Fathers speak in this sense, but the Epistle to the Hebrews for the first time connects the idea of hope with the symbol of the anchor.  The writers says that we have "Hope" set before us "as an anchor of the soul, sure and  firm" (Hebrews 6:19-20). The hope here spoken of is obviously not concerned with earthly, but with heavenly things, and the anchor as a Christian symbol, consequently, relates only to the hope of salvation. It ranks among the most ancient of Christian  symbols.

Hebrews 11:1 (English-NIV) 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

Romans 15:13 (English-NIV)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 6:19 (English-NIV)

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.

Revelation 21:3-4 (English-NIV)

(3) And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  (4) He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."

