"Love Notes" Newsletter #77 - Happy New Year 2010

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners,  
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  We hope that this new year will be joyous and prosperous for you, your families, and your ministry. 

As we enter into this new year, we suggest that it is time to raise the bar in your ministry activities at the nursing homes. During the period between Thanksgiving and Christmas, many friends, relatives, and volunteer groups make special visits and presentations. Now that the holiday activity has ceased, it is now more important than ever to come along side the residents and be their "Faithful Friends". We have selected some Special Resources on our site for your consideration. 
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/favoritedls.html

Here are some web sites that may assist you in a New Years Presentation. 
· Annies New Year Page  - http://www.annieshomepage.com/newyears.html 

· Happy New Years from Barb's Entourage  - http://www.entourages.com/barbs/nyear97.htm 

· New Years Resources from MinTools - http://mintools.com/resources-1.htm 

· New Years Hymn from Cyberhymnal - http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/f/t/n/ftneyear.htm 

· Happy New Years from Peggies Place  -  http://www.peggiesplace.com/porch.htm
Valentines Day, February 14, 2010 is an ideal time to show the residents how much both you and God love them. Visit our Valentines Day Page. There you will find several examples of Devotionals and Cards that can be printed and handed out, as well as links to other useful websites. 
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/valentine.html
 

There you will find several examples of Devotionals and Cards that can be printed and handed out, as well as links to other useful websites. Make sure to read your group "The Father's Love Letter." 

http://www.fathersloveletter.com/flltextenglish.html 

Since this Month is Super Bowl XLIV, try this devotional on "God's Super Bowl" at your next meeting. Print some extra copies to hand out during your presentation. 
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/godssuperbowl.doc

Be sure to enter our January Monthly Drawing.  We have had only no entries to date and will be adding a Seniors Devotional Bible as a bonus to our subscribers.  Also, we have added some new items.  You may enter on our Home Page:
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/index.html
 

"Love Notes" Newsletter #77-B - Faithful Friends Website Back Online

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners,
 

We wanted you to know that the Faithful Friends Website is back up and running.  It will take a few days to get our response forms redone, so we have provided an email link for contacting us and entering the Monthly Drawing.  Thankfully we had completely backed up our site so nothing was lost during the 4 day downtime.
 

We would like to call your attention and prayers to the plight of nursing home residents in Haiti.  The Municipal Home for the Elderly in Port-au-Prince was destroyed and relief has been slow to get to the residents that survived.  Please read the below article.
 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/canadianpress/article/ALeqM5ibb0gzkeJLMOkQLBp8zN3qvzvXBg
 

This disaster may be an opportunity to encourage ministry to the elderly there.  Please email us with any ideas you may have for providing assistance to them during the recovery process.  
 

"Love Notes" Newsletter #78 - February 2010

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 
 

Sandy and I are so thankful for all your thoughts and prayers. Please continue to pray for our Kairos Torch Ministry.  We have just starting our fourth Team Preparation for a retreat  May 21-23.   Also, please pray that many of senior friends will find salvation during this Easter Season.  
 

Continue to pray for our twin sons who struggle with the onset of Muscular Dystrophy, our friend in VA who is responding to the cancer treatments, and health issues with Mary Ann Goodrich of God Cares Ministry, and with Jerry Johnson of Christian Concourse.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

As we begin the Lenten Season and approach Palm Sunday and then Easter Sunday, we would like to encourage you to use this special time to focus the attention of the residents on the Cross of Jesus Christ. 

Our Easter Season Web Page has information and resources for Lent,  Palm Sunday, and Easter Sunday. 

 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/easter.html
 

The residents will certainly appreciate a service with elements of the rich Christian Tradition in which they were raised. Consider bringing in a large wooden cross and giving out fresh palm items on Palm Sunday.
  
We  have added two Good Friday Handouts that were supplied by Tom McCormick.  You can print them out at:
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/GoodFriday1.pdf
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/GoodFriday2.pdf


This is an appropriate time to consider using a Christian Hymn as the basis of a short Easter Sermon. Check out our Special Web Page to help you in this regard. You may want to consider using the hymn "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross". 

 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/sermonette.html
 

We suggest that you utilize the book The Final Week of Jesus by Max Lucado in your program.  It is available both new and used from Amazon and Abe Books Online.
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

National Nursing Home Week will be celebrated this year on May 9-15, 2010. This is a great time to start planning some activities during this period. Please visit our Special Web Page that has a link to the official web site for this holiday. You will find many suggestions and links to help celebrate this special time both with the residents and in your community. 
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/NNHW.html
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

Make sure to register for our February Drawing.  As of today, there have been few entries.  Just go to our home page sign up.  As always, our "Love Notes" subscribers receive an extra resource, which for February will be a Seniors Devotional Bible. We will extend the Drawing to Midnight March 5th since our site was offline for about a week.
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/index.html
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

We would like to highlight Our Favorite Evangelistic Resources, many of which can be printed and handed out during one of your services.
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/favoritedls.html
 

Our all time favorite is "I Stand at the Door and Knock."
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/doorknock.doc
 

We would like to introduce you to an exciting outreach called Nursing Home Music Ministry by Larry Stevens.  Larry travels around the country in a mini-camper ministering in nursing homes full time and sharing the Gospel in song in up to 200 facilities a year and another 30 or so churches.  Here is his web site:
 

http://www.nursinghomemusicministry.com/index.html
 

Be sure to read his Weekly Update.
"Love Notes" Newsletter #79 - April  2010

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 
 

Sandy and I are so thankful for all of you.  It is because of your prayers that the Lord continues to bless us and lead us to opportunities to serve Him.  We ask for continued prayers for our twin sons, Adam and Matt, who are dealing with Muscular Dystrophy.  Also, please pray for Chaplain Bill Goodrich of God Cares Ministry and his family as they deal with the sudden loss of Bill's wife Mary Ann.  Sandy and I are training for our 4th Kairos Torch Weekend to be held May 21-23.  We will mentor the incarcerated youth for the following six months and then take a break.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
National Nursing Home Week will be celebrated this year on May 9-15, 2010. This is a great time to start planning some activities during this period. Please visit our Special Web Page that has a link to the official web site for this holiday. You will find many suggestions and links to help celebrate this special time both with the residents and in your community. 
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/NNHW.html
 

There is still time to send a Public Service Announcement regarding this event.  Please fell free to use the one on our web page.
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/nnhw2009.doc
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mothers Day will be observed this year on May 9th. We will be celebrating Mother's Day in both our own homes and families, and also during our regular visits to the nursing homes. Since a majority of the residents we visit are mothers, it is an ideal time to focus our attention on them. Please visit our Celebrating Mothers Day Web Page. 
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/mothersday.html
 

The National Day of Prayer will be celebrated this year on May 6, 2010. All around this land, people of God will be praying for our country at noon time. We are suggesting that those involved with nursing home ministry make arrangements to participate in The National Day of Prayer at the facility where they make they regular visits but at the time indicated. It will be a blessing to the residents, staff, and visitors. Please visit our special web page for this event.
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/nationaldayofprayer10.html
 

You can make copies of this prayer to hand out in Microsoft Word Format by clicking below.
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/nationprayer10.doc
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We have several resources on our web site that have to do with prayer.
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/prayer.html - Nursing Home Ministry Prayers
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/prayerchair.html - Prayer Chair Devotional
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/serenity.html - The Complete Serenity Prayer
 

http://www.rbc.org/devotionals/our-daily-bread/2006/09/15/devotion.aspx - Garden of Prayer Devotional
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
To date there have been no entries for our April Drawing.  As a incentive to our subscribers, we will supplying the "Prayers For Seniors Book" by Linda Fagerland.  This resource is a valuable asset to any visitation program. More info is at:
 

http://www.homefreeministries.com/prayers.html
 

You may enter the Drawing on our Home Page.
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/index.html
 

We have reprinted this email with permission of the sender.
 

"Your website truly has been an inspiration to me and has helped me better my position in the Nursing Home Ministry. We are a small church and only (1) other lady and myself go to visit one on one and we have several college men studying to become pastors that are going to be rotating on a schedule to preach each week. I have taken quite a few of your suggestions to make this work. I am truly blessed when we go one on one every Saturday to the two nursing homes and the patients now know us by name and smile all the time and ask for hugs when we leave. We are told by the nursing staff, that they can see a change in the patients attitude. I can only thank God for putting me in this ministry and thank you for allowing me to print a lot of your vital information to make this forgotten ministry a success. 

Yours in Christ,  Pam Fichter"
 

It is our hope that our web site may be of help to you also.
 

"Love Notes" Newsletter #80 - May 2010

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, Sandy and I are approaching our sixth year in North Carolina and have been so blessed here by both family and ministry opportunities.  We attended our 6 year old granddaughter Emily's second dance recital last evening and it was just great.  We will be serving on Kairos Torch #4 next weekend, May 21-23, at CA Dillon Youth Development Center.  
 

Holidays and Special Day Resources:
 

1.)  Memorial Day is celebrated this year on Monday, May 31st. At most facilities we have visited, there are usually a few residents who have served in the Armed Forces. Also, there are many of us who have lost friends and family in the active duty of serving our country. This is a great time to remember how we obtained the freedom to worship our Lord today and to pray for those brave souls who are still protecting that right. Bring small flags for the residents and tap into their huge reserve of prayer power. Don't forget to sing lots of patriotic songs. Please visit our Memorial Day Page for Resources that may be helpful in a Presentation. 
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/memorialday.html
 

You may find some additional resources on our September 11 Tribute Page. 
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/sept11tragedy.html
 

Here are some Patriotic Holiday Program ideas  from one of our web site visitors.
· This was very easy for Memorial Day.  or could be used for any patriotic time.  www.dogtagsgenerator.com allows you to create and print out military I.D. tags on paper.  I chose this text: Remember Jesus Christ Raised from the dead 2 Timothy 2:8, and a second tag with Jesus Christ Savior of the World. 
· I laminated the tags, cut them out and put them on split rings (I didn't have ball chain, which would have been better)  I like to have a small token with every lesson for the residents to take back to their rooms.  
· The Bible lesson used Psalm 103 (forget not his benefits) so we had two scripture references for remembrance.  We remembered our war dead, thanked God for the vets who were present, and talked about the greatest soldier to ever walk the face of the earth.  The one who vanquished the foe once and for all.  
· I did not have any appropriate music - so I found some great songs on itunes (which I am new at --- how fun!!) Over There, Tie a Yellow Ribbon, White Cliffs of Dover.  The residents enjoyed that, and I was glad to have such an easy source!  - Roberta Edwards
 2.)  Father's Day is celebrated on June 20th this year. We would like to share some Online Resources on our Father's Day Page that may be helpful in a presentation. 
 
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/fathersday.html

At most facilities we have visited, we have not found there to be a large number of fathers. Because of this, we suggest that you review the Text Version of a Father's Love Letter and use all or part of it in your presentation. It is a love letter from your heavenly Father and should have a powerful effect on the residents. 
http://www.fathersloveletter.com/flltextenglish.html
 
 
New Web Pages On Our Site And Beyond:
 
1.)  Devotional on the 23rd Psalm - Consider using this in your next presentation.  It is a Word File, just print and use.
 
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/23rdpsalm.doc
 
2.)  Take a look at Annies "The Lord is my Shepherd" Web Page:
 
http://www.annieshomepage.com/23rdpsalm.html
 
3.)  Devotion Links for Psalm 23 from Shepherds Care Ministries:
 
http://www.findthepower.com/dailydevotions/Dev23rdPsalmLinks.htm
 
New Nursing Home Ministries:
 
1.)  Heart 2 Heart Senior Outreach Senior Outreach of South Florida.  Our newest member of the CFCCM (Christian Fellowship of Care Center Ministries)  http://www.cfccm.net/
 
http://www.heart2heartsenior.org/ -  The vision of Heart to Heart Senior Outreach is to ensure that each resident in a South Florida Long Term Care Center has regular and consistent one-on-one visitation with the opportunity to experience Jesus Christ through caring relationships and the shared Gospel message.
 
Highlighted Resources:
 
1.)  Drs. Rich & Diana Walters offer resources on their Alzheimersministry.org web site.  They feature Creative Christian activities that refresh spiritual life for Alzheimer's patients or those with other dementia or cognitive impairment.    
 
http://www.alzheimersministry.org/ministryaids.html
 
Take a look at their ministry materials and download the free sample of Fun With Words.
 
 2.)  Mature Hearts DVD with Scriptural Promises for Our Beloved Seniors by Sandy Dunbar.
 

http://www.maturehearts.com/
 
Prayer Requests:
 
1.)  Continue to pray for Adam & Matt, our 34 yr old identical twin sons, who struggle with Muscular Dystrophy.
2.)  Please pray this weekend, May 21-23, for Kairos Torch #4 in which we are participating.
3.)  Please pray for continued healing from cancer for close friends George and Mary Anne.
4.)  Please pray for Chaplain Bill Goodrich, of God Cares Ministry, and his family as they deal with the recent loss of Bill's wife, Mary Ann.
5.)  Please pray for guidance and direction in our ministries.
 
Be sure to enter our May Drawing on our Home Page.  As an added bonus to those who receive our Newsletter, we will be including with the prize a Large Print copy of  "Prayers For Seniors" By Linda Fagerland.  
 
http://www.homefreeministries.com/prayers.html 
 

"Love Notes" Newsletter #81 - June-July 2010

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 
 

As Larry approaches partial retirement in October, we are seeking God's Will & Direction in the months and years to come.  We will be finishing our mentoring with the boys at CA Dillon in a few months and will be taking a break from the Kairos Torch Prison Ministry .  
 

Holidays and Special Day Resources:
1.)   The Sunday following Labor Day has been designated National Grandparents Day. This year it is celebrated on September 12, 2010. This is a great time to promote your nursing home ministry and to celebrate the wonderful grandparents at the facilities you visit. 

Please visit our special National Grandparents Day Web Page. 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/grandparents.html
 2.)   As we remember the September 11 National tragedy, we suggest you revisit our September 11th Tribute Page for some resources. Tap into the prayer resources of our special residents by reading the Prayer for our Nation from the 2010 National Day of Prayer. 
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/sept11tragedy.html
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/nationaldayofprayer10.html

Ministry Activities:
 
1.)  We are taking the steps necessary to set up Faithful Friends as a 501 C-3 Ministry.
2.)  We gave a short presentation at an Episcopal Church in downtown Raleigh, and they have an interest in having us help them start a ministry.
3.)  We have located a volunteer in the Raleigh area with ten years experience in nursing home ministry in the midwest, who would like to be involved.
4.)  We have identified several existing ministries in the area and will be contacting them in the fall.
5.)  Larry will be attending the annual meeting of the Christian Fellowship of Care Center Ministries during the last week of September.  It is being held at the Lifeway Retreat Center in Ridgeway, NC.
 
http://www.cfccm.net/
 

Feedback from our Web Site Visitors 
 

"I just want to say I read those materials you suggested and my heart is broken in more places than one.  You see, I spent today at a nursing home, holding cold hands, touching dirty hair, and stroking warm faces.  My heart breaks every day and I cry tears to God to bring more workers for the harvest.  One man I visited last week told me I was his first visitor in five years, and he talked for two hours and then he apologized.  I listened and loved, I told him about Jesus and he thanked me.  I told him God loved him and was preparing a special place for him in heaven.  He thanked me.  I said  I would come again and he was happy and encouraged, and he thanked me.  But when I got  there today the ambulances and EMTs were there, he went home to Jesus minutes before.  This is why my heart breaks, this is why I am so blessed that God called me to a ministry of love, hope, encouragement and compassion.  "
 
 

Highlighted Web Pages & Resources:
 

1.)   Kay Watt's Nursing Home Ministry - http://www.faithfulfriends.org/kaywattsministry.html
2.)   How we did it in Florida -  http://www.faithfulfriends.org/graceplaceff.html
3.)   The Heart of a Nursing Home Resident -  http://www.faithfulfriends.org/heartofaresident.doc
 

Special Requests:
 

Bro Jerry Johnson of Christian Concourse Ministry brought to our attention the needs of a ministry in Kenya, Africa that is reaching out to elderly widows.  Please read about this at this link on their Web Site.
 

http://www.christianconcourse.org/KenyaElderly.htm
 

Prayer Requests:
 

1.)  Continue to pray for Adam & Matt, our 35 yr old identical twin sons, who struggle with Muscular Dystrophy.
2.)  Please pray for continued healing from cancer for close friends George and Mary Anne.
3.)  Please pray for Chaplain Bill Goodrich, of God Cares Ministry, and his family as they deal with the recent loss of Bill's wife, Mary Ann.
4.)  Please pray for guidance and direction in our ministries.
 

 
"Love Notes" Newsletter #82 - August-September 2010

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 
 

Larry has decided to continue working for a few more years with his present company.  We have just finished doing our Mentoring for Kairos Torch Prison Ministry and will be taking a break from that ministry for a while.  Larry was very blessed to be part of the CFCCM Retreat at Ridgecrest, NC with 20 others involved with nursing home ministry.
 

http://www.cfccm.net/
 

Holidays and Special Day Resources:
 

Here are some resources that will assist you in a Fall Presentation. 
· Annies 2010 Holiday Page  - http://www.annieshomepage.com/2010.html 

· The Autumn Season at Barb's Entourage  -  http://www.entourages.com/barbs/fall.htm 

· Christian Alternative to Halloween at Barb's Entourage - http://www.entourages.com/barbs/alternatives.htm 

· Garden of Prayer from Our Daily Bread  -  http://odb.org/2006/09/15/garden-of-prayer/ 

· Healthcare Recognition Dates  - http://www.pohly.com/dates.html 

· The first week in October is National Letter Writing Week.  - http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibits/2d1_1_letters.html
This would be a great time to write some personal letters to the residents at the facilities you visit. 
 

We have some printable cards on our web site that also could be used. You can locate them by Holiday on our Seasonal Page.  - http://www.faithfulfriends.org/seasonal.html
 

 

Ministry Activities:
 

1.)  We are progressing in setting up Faithful Friends as a 501 C-3 Ministry.

2.)  We set up an exhibit booth at our church during a combined service and several members have shown some interest.

3.)  We are planning to do presentation at a downtown  Episcopal Church and an inner city church.

4.)  We met several new ministries at the retreat and are evaluating how we might be of service to them.

 

Feedback from our Web Site Visitors 

 

Some information about what I am doing with seniors. I have been doing this for almost 8 years now. My friend has been doing this with me for about the past 3 years to so. We visit the Alzheimer Builder - Lighthouse Manor at Oak Crest in Holland. We sing songs, read a Bible story, present a theme, tell jokes, read stories, do crafts on occasion, play trivia games, bring a snack and spend some time just talking about old times with whoever can come down for a visit each week. Besides Bible stories & reading the Bible I think the residents enjoy finishing phrases & doing opposites the most. We do phrases like - A stitch in time...... they finish it. It really gets them to think & they are very good at this. We give the staff a few minutes of down time in a busy day & the residents seem to enjoy it too. We stay for about 1 1/2 -2 hours. The people there are such a blessing. The days can be very long there so we feel that if we can bring a smile to their faces or get them to laugh it brightens everyone's day. 
 
Thanks for the ministry you do. I am looking forward to getting those materials you are sending me. They will be put to good use.
 Linda B.


 

"Highlighted Web Pages & Resources:
 

Here are some new members of the CFCCM that we met at the retreat:

 

1.)   Connecting Hearts Ministry- Lisa Furr, New London, NC - www.connectingheartsministry.org
2.)   Crossroads Ministries USA Inc. - Peggy Cooper, Colorado Springs, CO - www.crossroadsusa.org
3.)   Heart 2 Heart - Kim Kinsella - Ft. Lauderdale, FL - www.heart2heartsenior.org
4.)   Dwell Ministries - Scott & Sue Kimball - PA - dwellministriesinc@yahoo.com
 

Here is a web site with a wealth of scripture references concerning the elderly:

 

http://www.dianedew.com/euthanas.htm
 

And a devotional for those who serve the elderly:

 

http://www.upperroom.org/devotional/default.asp?month=7&day=11&year=2010
 

Ten Reasons Why Nursing Homes are  a Great Place to Minister.

 

http://www.ccwtoday.org/article_view.asp?article_id=211
 

Prayer Requests:
 

1.)  Continue to pray for Adam & Matt, our 35 yr old identical twin sons, who struggle with Muscular Dystrophy.

2.)  Please pray for continued healing from cancer for close friends George and Mary Anne.

3.) Our neighbors Jerry and Mary Helen need pray for their newly born granddaughter who has some health issues.

4.)  Please pray for guidance and direction in our ministries.

5.)  Please pray for workers to come forward in the Raleigh area.

 

"Love Notes" Newsletter #83 - October / November 2010

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 
 

The fall colors have finally come to Raleigh, NC . I see God's splendor each morning as the sun shines on the orange, red, and yellow foliage. In late October Sandy was blessed to attend a Woman's Retreat in Michigan, while Larry caught up with his high school classmates up in Delaware and spent time with an old best friend who was heading to Africa for a 3 year stint with the Mercy Ships. Our grandaughter Emily has just celebrated her seventh birthday. 
 

Holidays and Special Day Resources:
1.)  Thanksgiving will be celebrated on November 25, 2010. This is a great time for a special program in your ministry. Please visit our Thanksgiving Page. for some ideas, links, and resources. Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to reach the hearts of the residents and show them how they are appreciated. 
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/thanksgiving.html 

2.)  November is National Alzheimers Awareness Month. Please visit their Official Web Site. 
 

http://www.alz.org/news_and_events_nadam.asp
 

This would be a great time to focus on the needs of the residents with this disease and their caregivers. Here are some resources that we have located. 
 

  A.  Visit our Communication Tips Web Page. 
 

        http://www.faithfulfriends.org/commtips.html
 

  B.  Download a free copy of "Heavenly Assurance" by Diana McMahan of Musical Medicine. 
 

       http://www.faithfulfriends.org/musicalmedicine.html
  
 C.   Drs. Rich & Diana Walters offer resources on their Alzheimersministry.org Web Site. They     feature Creative Christian activities that refresh spiritual life for Alzheimer's patients or those with other dementia or cognitive impairment. 
 

       http://www.alzheimersministry.org/

They provide useful and proven Ministry Aids. Take a look at their ministry materials and download the free sample of Fun With Words. 
 

 http://www.alzheimersministry.org/ministryaids.html
Check out their great "How To" Suggestions.   
 

http://www.alzheimersministry.org/page/page/2357405.htm
 

D.  Get a copy of Mature Hearts DVD with Scriptural Promises for Our Beloved Seniors by Sandy Dunbar. 
 

http://www.maturehearts.com/
 

 

 E.  Check out the Web Site for GLEAM Ministry for Dementia Patients 
 http://gleaminc.org/index.html
 F.  National Bible Week is celebrated each year Sunday to Sunday of Thanksgiving week. This year the date is Nov. 21 to Nov. 28, 2010. This celebration is an ideal opportunity to stress reading and understanding the Bible. Please visit our National Bible Week Page for more information. 
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/natbibleweek.html 

Please visit their Official Website. You may also want to visit their Daily Bible Reading Website. 
http://www.nationalbible.org/national-bible-week/ 

http://www.dailybible.com/ 

Ministry Activities:
1.)  We are progressing in setting up Faithful Friends as a 501 C-3 Ministry.
2.)  We will doing a short presentation during a worship service at our church.
3.)  We are having our first informational meeting at our church and plan to start visiting a local facility in December.
4.)  We are planning to do presentation at a downtown  Episcopal Church and an inner city church.
 

Feedback from our Web Site Visitors :
 

From our September Drawing Winner in Manitoba, Canada:

"We go into a few different Senior homes to sing and share the word of God,  I also lead every other week a bible study  in one of those homes and once a month I share God's word in a German 'Gottesdienst'.   Beside that we,my wife and I, visit a man in prison on a regular basis.  God put the seniors on my heart and I would like to start a visiting ministry and involve other people.  I'm always very excited and blessed when we are with the seniors. They are so thankful and appreciative. And we learn so much from our ' old friends'.  The man who got me going in the ministry and  sings and plays guitar with me is almost 85. Hi and his wife did this kind of ministry for many years. We became very dear friends with them.  So, you see there is a lot of stuff going on here. And I get lots of encouragement and new ideas on your website.  Praise God who allows us to serve his people in such wonderful way.  Thank you for your ministry, that helps so many like us in their ministry."
Ronald and Gudrun Babel

Highlighted Web Pages & Resources:
 

1.)  Devotion on National Alzheimers Awareness Month from Joni & Friends.
 

http://www.joniandfriends.org/radio/2010/11/5/national-alzheimers-month/
 

2.)  Devotion about Grandma's Hands.
 

http://www.catsprn.com/grandmas.htm
 

Prayer Requests:
 

1.)  Continue to pray for Adam & Matt, our 35 yr old identical twin sons, who struggle with Muscular Dystrophy.
2.)  Please pray for continued healing from cancer for close friends George and Mary Anne.
3.) Our neighbors Jerry and Mary Helen need pray for their newly born granddaughter who has some health issues.
4.)  Please pray for guidance and direction in our ministry at our church.
5.)  Please pray for workers to come forward in the Raleigh area.
 

"Love Notes" Newsletter #84 -Merry  Christmas 2010

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 

Sandy & I hope that you and your families are experiencing many blessings during this Holy Christmas Season.  We are very thankful for all your support and prayers during the past year.
Holidays and Special Day Resources:
1.)  Christmas is a time of giving and showing God's love to others. What a  better time to focus on our needy friends in the nursing home environment. At this time of year they are experiencing both loneliness and depression. We have a Special Christmas Page that will help you in planning your visits around the Christmas period. 
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/christmas.html
While it is true that many groups and entertainers make the rounds during the holidays, it is the simple things from people, who see them regularly and care for them individually, that mean the most to the residents. For many, we are the only family they have. Won't you consider to bring each one a small gift and a card, give them a hug or a kiss, and tell them that Jesus loves them and so do you! 
2.)  You may want to printout the Christmas Card we are giving to the residents along with a small gift:

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/christmascard.doc
3.)    We have used the "Is Someone Smiling?" Devotional in our scheduled visits to the nursing home. We would like to challenge you to try printing out extra copies of this inspiring message and giving them to those people you meet in your everyday travels between now and New Years. We have seen some amazing things happen when we did! 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/someonesmiling.doc
4.)  Consider using at a Hymn Devotional from the Center for Church Music on "A Way in the Manager". 
 

http://songsandhymns.org/hymns/detail/away-in-a-manger
 

You might want to use a drawing we received in our prison ministry.

 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/mangerscene.html
 

5.)  You can get free Hymn Booklets with Christmas Carols in Large Print and an accompanying CD from Christian Concourse Ministries, Inc. 
 

http://chapterandverse.org/Our%20Hymn%20Book.htm
 

6.)  Also, they have a Care Package Program listed in their extensive Online Handbook.  It has many good ideas for gifts for the residents.

 

http://chapterandverse.org/hnbk5gms.htm
 

7.)  Other gift ideas can be found at:

 

http://www.t3t4webservice.com/takumasak.htm - From Rev. Terrance Wilson

 

http://www.orientaltrading.com/ - Oriental Trading - Check out their Christmas Specials

 

Ministry Activities:
 

1.)  We are continuing in setting up Faithful Friends as a 501 C-3 Ministry.

 

2.)  Millbrook UMC Faithful Friends made their first visit at Falls River Village on Dec.4th.    Both residents and volunteers were excited when the snow began to fall as we were singing Christmas Carols.  God is so good!  We are off to a great start and both the residents and the Activities Director, seemed very pleased.  We have been invited back to do an informal worship service the first and third Sunday of each month.  

 

3.)  We made our first visit to Litchford Falls Nursing Home on Dec. 5th with 13 members of Greater Love Church in Raleigh.  We broke up into 3 teams and visited one-on-one with residents who do not have visitors or attend scheduled activities.  We are planning to visit every other Sunday.

 

4.)  We are planning to do presentation at a downtown  Episcopal Church.

 

Feedback from our Web Site Visitors :
 

From our Oct./ Nov. Drawing Winner in Circleville, OH:

"My wife and I were Youth Pastors for over 38 years.  So, from that I thought I would soon retire and take life easy. Well, God had another plan. In 2005 I saw an ad in the paper looking for Hospice volunteers.  That was the beginning of a whole new direction that my life was being led into. In 2006, I was approached by a Nursing Home, in our home town, asking if I would be interested in being a Chaplain for them.  After much thought and prayer, a new door was opened, as I went to the Home and the Social Worker took me on a tour, and I went into a room of this little lady, that had not been out of her room, or to any activity since the last chaplain had left, which was several months.  I asked her, "if I would come and have services here, would you come?"  She smiled and said, she would.  Until last year, when she passed away, she attended most all my services up until that time.

My services consist of one Sunday a month and every Wednesday and also, special holiday services and memorial services when needed.  I'm very active with the residents and families during much of the week.  I'm known to them as Chap Jim and birthdays are a big deal to them, which I don't ever try and forget to sing "Happy Birthday!"  I do have a team in worship service, there is about seven of them, and they are very much involved and caring people. 

I want to thank you so much for all the materials you have provided.  They have been a tremendous help. All the CD's, songbooks, Book of John, I have used them all.

I have referred several people to the Faithful Friends Nursing Home Ministry, as I feel you guys are doing a wonderful work. I cannot thank you enough for all your helps and guidance in this very needful ministry. "  Chaplain Jim Ferrell 

 

Highlighted Web Pages & Resources:
 

1.)  We have updated our "Love Notes" Newsletter Archives Page through December 2009 and suggest that you pay 
it a visit.  

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/archives.html 

2.)   Utilize "A Chicken Soup for the Soul Christmas" by Jack Canfield and Mark Hansen.  Available at your local bookstore. 
 

3.)   Prayers for Seniors: From Your Heart to God's Ears by Linda Fagerland - Prayers for all occasions for both the senior and the minister.  Available from their web site:
 

http://www.homefreeministries.com/prayers.html
 

4.)  Ten reasons why nursing homes are great places to minister.

 

http://www.ccwtoday.org/article_view.asp?article_id=211
 

5.)  Still Going Devotional by Our Daily Bread
 

http://odb.org/2010/10/18/still-going/
 

Prayer Requests:
 

1.)  Continue to pray for Adam & Matt, our 35 yr old identical twin sons, who struggle with Muscular Dystrophy.

2.)  Please pray for continued healing from cancer for close friends George and Mary Anne.

3.) Our neighbors Jerry and Mary Helen need pray for their newly born granddaughter who has some health issues.

4.)  Please pray for guidance and direction in our ministry at our church.

5.)  Please pray for workers to come forward in the Raleigh area.

"Love Notes" Newsletter #84-A - Christmas Update & Corrections

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 
 

We have just finished our 2010 Family Christmas Letter and wanted to share it with you.
 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/Christmas2010.doc
 

We also wanted to correct the below links for Christian Concourse Ministry.
 

5.)  You can get free Hymn Booklets with Christmas Carols in Large Print and an accompanying CD from Christian Concourse Ministries, Inc.  
 

http://www.christianconcourse.org/Our_Hymn_Book.htm
 

We have used these booklets this year and found them very helpful.  Many thanks to Jerry & Dar Johnson for their generosity in making them available.
 

6.)  Also, they have a Care Package Program listed in their extensive Online Handbook.  It has many good ideas for gifts for the residents.
 

http://www.christianconcourse.org/hnbk5gms.htm
 

