"Love Notes" Newsletter #111 - Merry Christmas 2014!
Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 

Sandy & I hope that you and your families are experiencing the Joy, Hope, and Peace of this Christmas Season.  We are very thankful for all your support and prayers during this past year.
 

God has been continuing to bless our ministry.  We are very thankful for the recent gifts of money and resources from the following:  D.Q. in MA, Rev. Al Moore, Chaplain Bill Goodrich, Jerry Johnson, Ulrich Strom, Bill Anderson, and the Men’s Group at Millbrook United Methodist Church.

If you have benefited this past year from our ministry, please consider making an end of year tax deductible donation of any amount.  Please send to: 

Faithful Friends Nursing Home Ministry, Inc., 4610 Ivy Blossom Lane, Raleigh, NC 27604
Follow us on Twitter for some current helpful information.    https://twitter.com/FFNHMinistry
NOTE:  We have obtained a large number of the "Sharing the Care" and "Coping with Caring" books by Bill & Lyn Roche.  These resources will be a great asset to your caring ministry, especially with residents with memory care problems.  We will ship you either or both of these devotional books for a tax deductible donation of any amount to our ministry.  Info on the books is at:    
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/rochebooks.doc
Holidays and Special Day Resources:
1.)  Christmas is a time of giving and showing God's love to others. What a  better time to focus on our needy friends in the nursing home environment. At this time of year they are experiencing both loneliness and depression. We have a Special Christmas Page that will help you in planning your visits around the Christmas period. 
http://www.faithfulfriends.org/christmas.html
While it is true that many groups and entertainers make the rounds during the holidays, it is the simple things from people, who see them regularly and care for them individually, that mean the most to the residents. For many, we are the only family they have. Won't you consider to bring each one a small gift and a card, give them a hug or a kiss, and tell them that Jesus loves them and so do you! 
2.)  You may want to personalize and printout the Christmas Card we are giving to the residents along with a small gift:

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/christmascard2013.doc
3.)    We have used the "Is Someone Smiling?" Devotional in our scheduled visits to the nursing home. We would like to challenge you to try printing out extra copies of this inspiring message and giving them to those people you meet in your everyday travels between now and New Years. We have seen some amazing things happen when we did! 

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/someonesmiling.doc
4.)  Consider using at a Hymn Devotional from the Center for Church Music on "Away in the Manager". 
 

http://songsandhymns.org/hymns/detail/away-in-a-manger
 
5.)  You can get free Hymn Booklets with Christmas Carols in Large Print and an accompanying CD from Christian Concourse Ministries, Inc. 
 
http://www.christianconcourse.org/christmas_carols.htm
 

6.)  Also, they have a Care Package Program listed in their extensive Online Handbook.  It has many good ideas for gifts for the residents.

 

http://www.christianconcourse.org/nhmCarePackagePGM.htm
 

7.)  Other gift ideas can be found at:

 

http://www.t3t4webservice.com/takumasak.htm - From Rev. Terrance Wilson

 

http://www.orientaltrading.com/ - Oriental Trading - Check out their Christmas Specials

 
Ministry Activities:
 

1.)  We will be having a Christmas Celebration at both Falls River Village and Carillon Assisted Living.  We will be giving each resident (total of 73) at the facility a small gift and a card and will be singing lots of Christmas Carols. 

2.)  Millbrook UMC Faithful Friends has completed four years of biweekly visits at Falls River Village and almost two years at Carillon Assisting Living.  Both residents and volunteers have shared much joy and many blessings, and we look forward to continuing in the coming year.

3.)  We continue to network with a new local ministry, New Horizons Christian Ministries, and Larry has agreed to serve on their Board as Nursing Home and Long Term Care Advisor.   http://www.newhorizonscm.com/
4.)  We have had some new volunteers from our church.

5.)  Dorothy, an 89 year old resident at Falls River, continues to do an excellent job of providing piano music during our service.  We are using the Sonshine Society Victory Edition Songbooks.

6.)  We participated in a teleconference with three other members of the CFCCM, Christian Fellowship of Care Center Ministries.  We are hoping and praying to have another retreat of the members.  http://www.cfccm.net/
Highlighted Web Pages & Resources: 
1.)   It Really Is A Wonderful Life by Jimmy Stewart

http://www.guideposts.org/inspiration/inspirational-stories/jimmy-stewart-says-it-really-is-a-wonderful-life?page=full
2.)   A Christmas Gift Devotional

http://www.faithfulfriends.org/christmasgift.docx
3.)   Word Ministries Prayer Search Tool

http://www2.prayers.org/prayer-search.html
Prayer Requests:

 

1.)  Continue to pray for Adam & Matt, our 39 yr. old identical twin sons, who struggle with Muscular Dystrophy.

2.) Our neighbors Jerry and Mary Helen need prayer for their young granddaughter who continues to have multiple health issues.

3.)  Please pray for guidance and direction in our ministry at our church.

4.)  Please pray for workers and new opportunities to come forward in the Raleigh NC area.

 

Be sure to enter our December Drawing on our Home Page.　We have had only 2 entries to date!  As an added bonus to those who receive our Newsletter, we will be including with the award an extra Seniors Devotional Bible and the Caregiver Devotionals by the Roche’s.
 

We hope and pray that you all will experience the true Love, Joy, and Peace of our Lord this Christmas Season.
Thanks so much for all your continued prayers and support.
Larry & Sandy Wasserman
 

