“Silent Night, Holy Night” is as fresh and beautiful today as when it was first heard in a little Austrian town more than 170 years ago.  Year after year we lovingly sing this simple tribute to our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Pause a few moments and reflect on the awesome fact that Jesus came to earth for you…to give you His love…to give you His peace.  During the holiday season we think of Him as the babe in the Manger—but He really came to die on a cross for the sins of the whole world, including yours and mine—giving us heavenly peace.

“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” John 3:17

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7

God truly does bring peace into the hearts of every person who comes to Him in a personal way.  Peace overflows our hearts when we realize that we are His children and that we are on our way to Heaven to be with Him.  But we must not think of Christ as merely a “babe” in a manger.  We must accept Him as our crucified, risen Lord.

Would you like to have God’s “heavenly peace” in your heart?  If that’s your desire, please accept this little gift that will tell you how to accept the wonderful gift that God offers you, or one of us would be honored to pray with you to receive God’s gift after we sing!
______________________________________________________________________________

God gave Himself to us when He sent Jesus to earth to save us.  He loves us so much that He wants us to spend eternity with Him in Heaven.  We are assured of that when we accept Jesus into our hearts as Savior. (John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God; John 3:3, 16 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.)

How to receive Christ:

1. Admit your need (I am a sinner).

2. Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).

3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross and rose from the grave.

4. Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit. (Receive Him as your Savior.)

What to Pray:

Dear God,
Thank you for loving me enough to send Jesus for Christmas.  I believe Jesus died for my sins, and I accept Him now as my Savior. Help me to live for you the best that I can.  Thank you for giving me Your heavenly peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen!

