Advent Devotional– by Susan M. Engle (Kentucky, USA)
Matthew 5:14-16:  “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Each Christmas season when I was a child, we used old Christmas cards, food tins, and other "recycled" supplies my mother had saved, to create placemats, posters, picture frames, and Christmas ornaments. Mom gathered holly, evergreen branches, and pinecones from which we made wreaths. We didn't stop until every corner of the house was festive. That time we time spent together preparing for Christmas created the holiday memories I cherish most today. Preparation was an important part of the coming of Christ, too. John preached in the desert of Judea, announcing that the kingdom of God was at hand. He called people to prepare to live in this kingdom by repenting of their sin and being baptized. Many responded. But why? I believe it was a result of John's life-long journey of preparing himself. He had gained the right to be heard by the way he lived, the choices he made, and his faithfulness. The weeks of Advent are a time to prepare ourselves not only for celebrating our Savior's birth but also for the role God has prepared uniquely for us. We look at our own readiness to say yes to God. This focus on being ready to welcome our Savior can become a focus on a life spent serving others. 
Thought for the Day - The most valuable Christmas decoration is a Christ-like life.  Prayer - Eternal God, help each of us choose to live a life that reflects your glory, now and always. Amen. Prayer Focus - Someone struggling with painful holiday memories  
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